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PREFACE 


This Dinner Service, the work of Jacques Roettiers, between 
1735 and 1738, and engraved with the arms of Berkeley, has 
remained at Berkeley since it was made and has never been 
exhibited outside the Castle. It formed part of the Berkeley 
Collection some of which, mostly English, is on exhibition at the 
Castle during the summer months. 

Jacques Roettiers (1707-1784), who studied the silversmiths’ 
craft under Germain and Besnier, entered his mark in 1733 
without having served a formal apprenticeship on account of his 
father’s services as engraver to the Mint. He married Besnier’s 
daughter in 1734 and was appointed a Royal goldsmith in 1737. 
He began supplying orders for the Court in about 1742 and from 
1749 onwards was occupied in making gold plate for Louis XV— 
some gold sucriers were among his finest work—including a gold 
nécessaire for the Infanta, a gift from the King. Jacques, who 
retired in 1772, came from the celebrated family of Antwerp 
medallists, one of whom, Jan Roettiers was the engraver of the 
series of portrait medallions of beautiful women of the time of 
Charles II, which included that of Louise de Kéroualle, Duchess 
of Portsmouth, who was the great-grandmother of Augustus, 4th 
Earl of Berkeley. 

In 1736, James, 3rd Earl of Berkeley, who had served as 
Ist Lord of the Admiralty from 1717 to 1727, died at the Castle 
of his father-in-law, the Duke of Richmond, at Aubigny in France. 
He had married in 1710, Louise, daughter of Charles Lennox, 
Ist Duke of Richmond, the son of Charles II by the Duchess of 
Portsmouth who was also Duchesse d’Aubigny. His son Augustus, 
the 4th Earl, was born in 1716 and would have come of age in 
1737. It may well be therefore that the earlier part of the Dinner 
Service was ordered by James as a 21st birthday present for 
Augustus who ordered a further considerable quantity to 
supplement it in the following two years. 


THE BERKELEYS OF BERKELEY CASTLE 


The family of Berkeley is remarkable for the span of its tenure 
of the feudal castle by the banks of the river Severn from which 
it takes its name. Roger of Berkeley began the building of the 
Castle of Berkeley in 1117 and his son Roger, who would not 
recognise the authority of either Stephen or the Empress Maud, 
completed it before he was deprived of the Manor of Berkeley 
about 1152. 


Henry of Anjou, shortly before his accession as Henry II in 
1154, granted the Castle of Berkeley to Robert Fitzharding, a 
merchant of Bristol of great wealth and influence. But the two 
families were happily united by covenant in a double alliance, 
Robert’s son, Maurice, marrying Roger’s daughter and Roger’s 
son, Roger, marrying Robert’s daughter. 


In 1295, Thomas, feudal Lord of Berkeley, the great-great- 
grandson of Robert, having received a writ of summons to 
Parliament, may be held to have become Lord Berkeley and the 
first hereditary baron of the line. He was made Vice-Constable of 
England in 1297 and the next year was at the battle and defeat of 
the Scots at Falkirk. His son, who “may bee called Maurice the 
Magnanimous,”’ and who died a prisoner in Wallingford Castle 
after the rebellion against Edward II, was the father of that 
Thomas who, on April Sth, 1327, “‘curteously received” the 
deposed King into custody at Berkeley Castle. But Thomas had no 
part in the barbarous murder of the King by his fellow custodians 
(Mautravers and Gurnay) in the following September, for, 
“perceiving what violence was intended,” he had departed “‘with 
heavy cheere”’ to his manor of Bradley. He fought at Crecy and 
Calais and in 1340 was Marshal of the English army in France. 


Some three centuries later George, Lord Berkeley, one of the 
six peers deputed to invite Charles II to return, became the first 
Earl of Berkeley, and his grandson, James, the 3rd Earl, died as 
Vice Admiral of England in 1736. The 4th Earl, Augustus, who 
commanded a regiment raised in the ’45 against Prince Charles 
Edward, was the first. owner of the silver service, engraved with 
his coat of arms, described in this Catalogue. 

Of the many branches stemming from this family the most 
important descended from Maurice of Berkeley who died a 
prisoner in Wallingford Castle. His second son, another Maurice, 
was the ancestor of the Berkeleys of Stoke Gifford and from a 
cadet of that family, Sir Maurice Berkeley of Bruton, descended 
the Viscounts Fitzhardinge, the Earls of Falmouth and the Lords 
Berkeley of Stratton, of which latter line Sir William Berkeley, 
whose portrait by Lely hangs at Berkeley Castle, brother to the 
Ist Lord Berkeley of Stratton, was Governor of Virginia from 
1641-1652 and again from 1660-1671. All these are now extinct, 
the last Lord Berkeley of Stratton, by his will dated 1772, devising 
his estates, comprising, besides those in other counties, the 
London property of Stratton Street, Bruton Street and Berkeley 
Square, to his distant cousin the Earl of Berkeley and his heirs 
male. 

Although the Earldom of Berkeley itself became extinct on the 
death of the 8th Earl in 1942 and the Barony of Berkeley had 
devolved, as the heir general, upon the grand-daughter of the Sth 
Earl, the male line of the Berkeley family is still represented at 
Berkeley Castle. Captain Robert Berkeley can be reckoned 23rd 
in descent from Robert Fitzharding to whom the Castle was 
granted by Henry of Anjou more than eight centuries ago. 


SOTHEBY & CO. 


CATALOGUE 


OF 


THE BERKELEY CASTLE SERVICE 


(TO BE SOLD AS ONE LOT) 


DAY OF SALE: 


Thursday, 16th June, 1960 
AT ELEVEN O'CLOCK PRECISELY 


A MAGNIFICENT LOUIS XV SILVER 
DINNER SERVICE, OF SUPERB QUALITY, 
BY JACQUES ROETTIERS, PARIS 1735-1738, 
ENGRAVED WITH THE ARMS OF BERKELEY 


It comprises: 


(4) A PAIR OF HEAVY BOAT-SHAPED Soup TUREENS, COVERS, LINERS 
AND STANDS, with rounded ends. The tureens, with ogee sides, are 
engraved above applied girdles with hooped and pierced vertical pales on 
matted grounds; centred at either side are coats of arms within scroll 
cartouches embellished with foliate sprays while the tightly scrolled feet 
immediately below, chased with a form of shell decoration, are similarly 
ornamented. The ends are applied with cast and chased sweeping rocaille 
decoration behind the handles, formed as branches entwined with broad 
leafed seaweed festooned towards the feet. The waved reeded rims are 
encircled with ribbon at intervals and at the sides of the inner moulded 
edges are chased shell motifs. The covers, single-stepped and rising slightly 
towards the ends and centres, have the armorials engraved at either 
extremity with delicate foliate sprays at the sides and panels with matted 
borders between. The cast detachable finials are formed in one case as a 
broccoli top with leaves, two parsnips and a crayfish concealed at one side, 
the other as the upper stem of a globe artichoke with distinctively curled 
leaves. The liners have volute terminals. 174in. wide. The stands, with 
engraved centre armorials, shaped oval in outline and bordered to match 
the tureens, also have shell motifs at the ends with oak leaf and acorn 
sprays, crisply modelled, other leafage and tendrils at the sides, 2lin. 
wide. Marked on bases, covers, liners and stands, fermier-général Hubert 
Louvet, Paris, 1736, 682 ozs. 10 dwts. (8) 


[See ILLUSTRATIONS, PLATES I AND II] 
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PLATE II 


(Vv) 


Thursday 7 June 16th, 1960 


(B) A PAIR OF Soup LADLEs, the bowls formed as scallop shells, 
fluted and realistically tooled, the interiors decorated with shells of oyster 
type, the backs of the bowls with similar shell-work extending to the 
curved boldly reeded handles which have spiralling ribbon, the rococo 
scroll, rocaille and imbricated terminals engraved with armorials while on 
their reverse are delicate berried sprays, 17in. overall length, ferimier- 
général Hubert Louvet, Paris, 1737, 39 ozs. 12 dwts. p2 


These ladles are struck with the griffin’s head, the gold charge 
mark, in error. 


Thursday 8 June 16th, 1960 


(c) A PAIR OF HEAVY SOUP TUREENS, COVERS, LINERS AND STANDS, 
almost circular in outline. The bodies are hammered in an undulating 
design radiating outwards from beneath the handles, giving the effect of 
heavy draped material terminating on each side in a raised vertical section 
of irregular outline on which the armorials are engraved. The naturalistically 
cast and chased oak branch handles are applied to the bodies with oak leaf 
and acorn shoots spreading to merge with the formal leafage above the 
scroll feet, chased with shelis on the outer sides and with wave ornament 
on the inner surfaces. The unadorned shoulders of the tureens curve 
inwards towards the moulded necks, and the covers, very slightly domed, 
have similar lightly fluted decoration reminiscent of overlapping water lily 
leaves while the finials are again of vegetable form, one with a sprout, 
asparagus tips, a mushrcom, a bursting pea pod and young globe artichokes, 
the other of mushrooms, an onion, pea pods and kale. The liners are quite 
plain, 14/n. wide. The shaped stands, with centrally engraved armorials 
in the shallow wells, have broad borders and long repeated reeded ribbon- 
tied S-scrolls et the rims chased at regular intervals with formal foliage, 
oak leaves and acorns, 16in. wide, fermier-général Hubert Louvet, Paris, 
1737, 597 ozs. 10 dwts. (8) 


[See ILLUSTRATIONS, PLATES III AND IV] 
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Thursday 9 June 16th, 1960 


(D) Two SERVING SPOONS, the terminals engraved with identical 
armorials, reeded borders; and three others, similarly engraved, fermier- 
général._Hubert Louvet, Paris, 1737, 24 ozs. 19 dwts. . (5) 


(E) TWENTY-ONE TABLESPOONS AND TWENTY-FOUR TABLE FORKS of 
similar pattern to the preceding spoons, the terminals engraved with the 
same armorials, fermier-général Louis Robin, Paris, 1738, 125 ozs. 2 dwts. 

(45) 


Thursday 10 June 16th, 1960 


(F) A SET OF SIx TABLE CANDLESTICKS. The baluster stems, each 
with three faces divided by flutes, are cast and chased below the shoulders 
with ovals of playful pairs of winged amorini with imbricated decoration 
and applied shell motifs beneath. There is relief foliate ornament with 
pendent husks at the shoulders, narrowing to vasiform necks immediately 
below the cylindrical flowerhead chased sconces with leafage below. Each 
is on a shaped circular moulded domical base bordered with tied reeding, 
the shallow wells engraved with armorials with repeated bold ovolos and 
formal foliate motifs above, 94in. high, marked on bases and inside 
sconces, fermier-général Hubert Louvet, Paris, 1737, 183 ozs. 9 dwts. (6) 


The charge mark for gold, the griffin’s head, has been struck 
on the candlesticks in error. 


[See ILLUSTRATION, PLATE V] 


RGATER Vs 


(F) 
one of a set of Six 


PLATE VI 


(G) 


one of a pair 


Thursday 11 June 16th, 1960 


(G) A PAIR OF TREFOIL-SHAPED SPICE BOXES WITH REVOLVING 
COVERS. The bodies are formed of three small oval receptacles with wave 
ornamented lightly fluted lower halves and flat bases on which are engraved 
coats of arms, on bun feet. Centrally linked, there are small finely chased 
foliate sprays between. The covers, revolving around the central bolts 
with chased flower heads, are each formed of three stylised shells, tightly 
scrolled and linked to each each by leafage and small dog-whelk, cockle 
and winkle shells, the centres with star-fish shaped foliate motifs, 43in. 
wide, fermier-général Hubert Louvet, Paris, 1737, 40 ozs. 13 dwts. (2) 


[See ILLUSTRATION, PLATE VI] 


Thursday 12 June l6th, 1960 


'.- (4) -A SET OF THREE HEAVY CASTERS. The urn-shaped bodies have 
plain side panels with narrow matted borders, divided by elongated fluted 
scroll supports, applied at the narrowing moulded necks with shell 
decoration and floral sprays immediately beneath. The shaped circular 
cast and chased rocaille bases have small heaps of sea shells applied 
between the triple supports and the undersides are engraved with armorials. 
The curved, spirally panelled covers, secured by slip-lock fittings, have 
delicate foliate piercing and engraving, with flower and leaf finials, two 
83in. high, fermier-général Hubert Louvet, Paris, 1735/6, the smaller, 
84in. high, apparently unmarked, 77 ozs. 12 dwts. (6) 


[See ILLUSTRATION, PLATE VII] 


PLATE VIL 


(H) 


PLATE VIII 


(1) 


Thursday 13 June 16th, 1960 


(i) A PAIR OF BOAT-SHAPED TWO-BOTTLE CRUET-FRAMES with rounded 
ends. The stands are engraved with hooped decoration on matted 
grounds, widening towards the ends which are engraved with armorials, the 
moulded guilloche bordered rims sweep up at the centres, finely chased 
in bold relief inside and out with formal shell motifs and leafage, and at 
the ends. The circular holders, engraved underneath with armorials, have 
waved upper rims each linked to their bases by four curved and pierced 
supports with bunches of grapes at their upper and shells at their lower 
ends. The four cut-glass bottles, two with earls’ coronets, have 
contemporay silver caps with reeded borders, mounted with cast and chased 
shells spiralling to form tke finials, llin. wide, marked on bases, holders 
and caps, fermier-général Hubert Louvet, Paris, 1736, 66 ozs. 12 dwts. (of 
silver) (14) 


A_ similar Cruet with illegible maker's mark, 1739, is 
illustrated in H. Nocq’s “‘Orfévrerie Civile Francaise,” plate 
XXV B. 


[See ILLUSTRATION, PLATE VIII] 


Thursday 14 June 16th, 1960 


(3) A SET OF FOUR HEAVY CAST OVAL SALT CELLARS with curved sides, 
the bodies formed as stylised shells overlapping each other with waved 
moulded upper rims, the lower scrolling borders chased on either side with 
leafage, 34in. wide, fermier-général’s mark of Hubert Louvet on one pair 
and Louis Robin on the other, Paris, 1738, 24 ozs. 3 dwts. (4) 


[See ILLUSTRATION, PLATE IX] 
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PLATE X 


(K) 


one of a pair 


Thursday 15 June 16th, 1960 


(kK) A LARGE PAIR OF CIRCULAR SIDEBOARD DISHES with deep wells, 
the borders engraved at one side with armorials, the shaped moulded rims 
bordered with guilloche ornament, 153in. wide, fermier-général Hubert 
Louvet, one Paris 1736, the other, date letter rubbed, 142 ozs. (2) 


[See ILLUSTRATION, PLATE X] 


(L) ANOTHER PAIR OF LARGE CIRCULAR DISHES, matching those 
preceding and similarly engraved, 13in. diam., fermier-général Hubert 
Louvet, Paris, 1736, one date letter illegible, 89 ozs. 16 dwts. (2) 


Thursday 16 June 16th, 1969 


(mM) A LARGE PAIR OF OVAL MgaT DISHES, the borders engraved on 
one side with armorials, shaped guilloche borders and moulded rims, 
2lin. wide, fermier-général Hubert Louvet, Paris, 1736, one date letter 
illegible, 183 ozs. 9 dwts. (2) 


[See ILLUSTRATION, PLATE XI] 
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PLATE XII 


(N) 


one of a set of four 


Thursday ky June 16th, 1960 


(N) A SET OF FOUR CIRCULAR SECOND-COURSE DISHES, the borders 
engraved at one side with armorials, the shaped moulded rims bordered 
with guilloche ornament, 1l}in. diam., fermier-général Hubert Louvet, 
Paris, 1736, 141 ozs. 7 dwts. (4) 


[See ILLUSTRATION, PLATE XII] 


(0) AN IDENTICAL SET OF FOUR SECOND-COURSE DISHES, 114in. diam., 
fermier-général Louis Robin, Paris, 1738, 140 ozs. 10 dwts. (4) 


(Pp) A SET OF EIGHT SECOND-COURSE DISHES, slightly smaller than 
those preceding, but otherwise identical in design and engraving, 104in. 
diam., fermier-général Louis Robin, Paris, 1738, 205 ozs. 8 dwts. (8) 


Thursday 18 June 16th, 196) 


(Q) A SET OF TWELVE DINNER PLATES, almost matching the second- 
course dishes preceding and similarly engraved, 10in. diam., fermier- 
général Hubert Louvet, seven Paris, 1736, the remainder Paris, 1737, 
254 ozs. (12) 


[See ILLUSTRATION, PLATE XIII] 


(R) AN IDENTICAL SET OF TWELVE DINNER PLATES, 10in. diam., 
fermier-général Hubert Louvet, Paris, 1736, 248 ozs. 10 dwts. (12) 


(s) ANOTHER SET OF TWELVE DINNER PLATES, identical with those 
preceding, 10in. diam., fermier-général Hubert Louvet, Paris, 1737, 
258 ozs. 5 dwts. (12) 


PLATE XIII 


(Q) 


a set of twelve 


PLATE XIV 


Thursday 19 June 16th, 1960 


(tT) A LARGE PAIR OF OVAL MEAT DISHES, engraved at one border 
with armorials, shaped guilloche borders and moulded rims, 18in. wide, 
fermier-général Hubert Louvet, Paris, 1735/6, 146 ozs. 9 dwts. (2) 


[See ILLUSTRATION, PLATE XIV] 


(u) A SET OF FOUR OVAL MEAT DISHES, similarly engraved and 
bordered but differing slightly in outline from those preceding, 13in. wide, 
fermier-général Hubert Louvet, Paris, 1736, one, date letter illegible, 
147 ozs. 9 dwts. (4) 


Thursday 20 June 16th, 1960 


(v) ANOTHER SET OF FOUR OVAL MeaT DISHES, similar in outline to 
the second largest pair, (T), engraved and decorated to match, 121in. wide 
fermier-général Hubert Louvet, Paris, 1736, 114 ozs. 19 dwts. (4) 


[See ILLUSTRATION, PLATE XV] 


Cf. “Catalogue de l’Orfévrerie Musée du Louvre et Musée 
de Cluny,” p. 124 and plate XXXIII, where one piece only, 
a small beaker by Roettiers hall-marked 1757, is described 
and illustrated. 


From the Puiforcat collection a sauce boat by Reettiers, 
1734, is illustrated in H. Nocq’s “Orfévrerie Civile 
Francaise,” plate XX VI. 


See also Nocq’s “Le Poingon de Paris, Vol. HI, p. 412. 


this service by Roettiers is comparable with the work 
produced by the Germain family between 1728 and 1766 for 
the Portuguese Court, the surviving pieces of which are, 
however, largely later in date. They are now in the Museu 
Nacional de Arte Antiga and the Palacio Nacional da Ajuda 
in Lisbon. 


PLATE XV 
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(A) 


SOTHEBY & CO 


SALE OF 


THE BERKELEY CASTLE SERVICE 
(Sold as One Lot) 


THURSDAY, 16th JUNE, 1960 


a 


A Magnificent Louis XV Silver Dinner Service, of 
superb quality, by Jacques Roettiers, Paris 1735— 
1738, engraved with the Arms of Berkeley. 


Partridge £207,000 


Terms of Sale 


Messrs. Sotheby & Co’s commission for selling pictures, jewels, 
silver, porcelain and all works of art is 10 per cent. for lots over 
£100. 


Coins, 124 per cent. 


Books, manuscripts, old master drawings, antiquities, Japanese 
. prints and drawings, 15 per cent. 


Property may now be received for sale from any 
country, including the U.S.A., and proceeds of sale 
paid im the currency of the country from which the 
property is consigned. 

There are no taxes on auction sales in England and 
the buyer pays no surcharge. 


Valuations 


Valuations for probate, insurance, or family division of 
collections or complete contents of houses can be made at a fee 
of 1 per cent. with a reduction to 4 per cent. after the first £10,000; 
or inclusive fees can be quoted if desired. 


Advance Notice of Sales 


Particulars of all sales appear in “‘The Daily Telegraph’ on 
Mondays, and in ‘The Times” on Tuesdays. 


Notice of all sales appears each month in the ‘Burlington 
Magazine” and of all special sales in the appropriate papers. 


Telegraphic Address: New. York Office: 
ABINITIO, WESDO, LONDON 61 Broapway NEw YorK 6 
Telephone: Telephone: 


HYDE Park 6545 : BOWLING GREEN 9-0765 
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